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1 The provisional trend estimate for commercial finance
commitments made by significant lenders in August 1997 totalled
814 702.2 million, an increase of $414.9 million (2.9%) on July 1997
and an increase of $2 647.3 million (22.0%) on August 1996.

2 Seasonally adjusted commercial finance comifhitments totalled
$15 994.9 million in August 1997, an increase of §1 944.3 million
(13.8%) on July 1997 and an increase of $4 083.1 million (34.3%) on
August 1996. There is some evidence that 2 change may be occurring
in the seasonal and trading day patterns of the Revolving Credit
component of Commercial Finance. In these circumstances
especially, the trend estimate data provide the most reliable indicator
of underlying movement in commitments.

3 In original terms commercial finance commitments in August
1997 totalled $14 541.9 million, a decrease of $1 433.0 million
(9.0%) on July 1997 but an increase of $3 483.9 million (31.5%) on
August 1996.

INQUIRIES ® for further information about these and related statistics, contact Greg Smith

on (02) 9268 4537 or at http://greg.smith@abs.gov.au.
» for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back cover.
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COMMERCIAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS: SUMMARY OF MOVEMENTS IN MAJOR AGGREGATES: Original, seasonaily
adjusted and trend estimates, AUGUST 1997

Percentage change from previous Percentage change from comesponding
month month of previous year
Seasonaify Seasonally

Original adjusted  Trend Criginal adjusted Trend
Type of facifity % % % % % %
Fixed Loans -13.1 9.1 1.3 28.3 31.1 19.0
Revolving Credit -4.8 18.1 4.3 36.7 37.0 24.7
Total 9.0 13.8 2.9 315 34.3 22.0

COMMERCIAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS: MAJOR AGGREGATES: Original, seasonally adjusted and trend estimates
Commitments under fixed loan facilites Commitments under revolving credit

facilites Total commitments
© Seasonally Seasonally Seasonally
Original adjusted Trend Original adjusted Trend Original adjusted  Trend
Month $ million $ million $ milfion $ milfion $ milfion  $ milfion $ milion  $ milion % millfion
1996 — .
June 7 700.0 6026.7 5761.9 6841.2 5954.1 6415.0 14541.2 11980.8 121769
July 6 961.2 6 096.7 5765.4 7 595.6 890370 63592 14556.8 13033.7 1212486
August 5 5565.8 5501.3 57619 5502.1 64105 62630 110580 1159118 12054.9
September 5 494.9 5 860C.1 58475 5350.3 55125 6172.1 10845.14 113725 120186
October 5 425.0 54868 5926.7 6 100.7 67250 6120.2 11525.7 122118 120470
Novernber 58096.5 6 3438 6 028.2 6 195.7 642098 6118.0 118822 127845 12 148.2
Decenber 6743.4 6322.2 61703 6 203.2 47825 6190.7 129466 111118 123609
1997 —
January 5183.1 5 413.2 6 319.2 6 740.8 6855.7 §3235 119239 132889 1286427
February 5086.0 6 204.5 64266 5825.1 74333 64555 109111 138379 128821
March B8 376.6 8 278.7 68 493.5 54379 58544 B5765 118145 12133.1 13070.0
Aprl 8 473.6 6 605.2 8 552.8 7457.5 6759.4 6736.2 129360 136646 132889
May 8 789.7 8575.9 6629.4 8 668.6 9623.8 69436 17 458.3 181998 13573.0
June 8185.4 G 3746 6718.0 7482.3 83810 7 198.8 15 667.7 127356 13914.8
July 8073.3 6 613.7 5801.3 7601.8 74370 748509 159742 140808 14 287.3
August 7018.3 72146 6 892.1 7 523.8 8780.2 78102 145419 15994.9 14 702.2
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TABLE 1 — COMMERCIAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS — AUGUST 1997

($ million)
) ) Type of lender
bpljfgo-? e of _L‘?f;f"f”me” ' Finance Money market Other
v pipe of faciliny All banks companies corporations lenders Total
AUSTRALIA
Commitments under fixed loan facilities —
Construction finance for ——
Erection of —
Dwellings for rentai/resale 3165 83.0 ) — — 399.5
Non-residential buildings
Shops 233 1.5 — — 248
Dffices 16.2 1.6 — — 17.8
Industrial 295 1.8 — — 313
. Other 26.6 — 204 — 47.0
Total 95.5 5.0 204 — 120.9
Non-building structures 44 — 287.9 — 2923
Alterations and/or additions 457 — — — 45.7
Purchase of real property —
Dwellings for rental/resale by —
Individuals 1,275.4 — — 170.0 1,4454
Other 2336 04 0.5 — 2345
Non-residential buildings
Shops 794 —_ —_ — 79 .4
Offices . 475 — — _— 47.5
Industrial 822 0.2 0.5 — 828
Other 60.7 1.8 — — 625
Total 269.7 2.0 . a5 — 272.2
Rural property 1103 — — — 1103
Other land —
For residential block development 36.1 26.0 — —_ 62.0
Other 60.6 4.3 _ — 652
Wholesale finance 141.7 0.5 245 283.8 450.5
Purchase of plant and equipment —
Motor vehicles 726 198.1 58 62.2 3387
Other transport equipment 176 207 v — 0.1 383
v Other 3075 85.5 16.3 — 409.4
Factoring 87.6 9490 — —_ 181.6
Refinancing 1,131.3 0.9 24 —_ 1,1345
Other 1,290.7 33.9 — 92.6 1,4172
Total fixed loan facilities 5496.8 554.5 3584 608.3 7.018.3
Commitments under revoiving credit facilities —

New and increased credit limits 56555 12.2 1,759.4 96.5 7,323.6
Total comniercial finance commitments 11,152.3 566.7 2,117.8 705.0 14,5419
STATES(2)

New South Wales 5,687.2 180.3 1,556.1 370.7 7,794.2
Victoria 2,827.0 115.0 558.3 149.5 3,649.9
Queensland 1,268.3 np. 34 np. 1,505.1
South Australia 293.6 n.p. — n.p. 377.0
Western Australia 880.5 54.1 — 50.3 9849
Tasmania 744 np. — n.p. 859
Northern Territory 4.4 7.4 — 23 54.1
Australian Capital Territory 77.0 n.p. — n.p. 50.8

{2) From July 1996 Finance Companies and Other Lenders data is not available for publication for Tasmania and the ACT, but is included in totals where applicable.
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's economic and social
conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and other products can be found in the ABS
Catatogue of Fubtications and Products available from ail ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and Territory. In addition to
these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can be obtained on a wide range of media by
contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and
some tailored information services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/21.4 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic statistics including the
CPI.
Internet
http://www.abs.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics availabie for each State,

Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators, ABS product retease details and other
information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

Keylink  STAT.INFO/ABS
X.400 (C:Australia,PUB:Telememo,0:ABS,FN:STAT,SN:INFO)
Internet stat.info@abs.telememo.au

National Mail Order Service (06) 252 5249
Subscription Service 1300 366 323

Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales

SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 96157755 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 32226351 3222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 360 5307

ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 8237 7582
HOBART (03) 6220 5800 6220 5800
CANBERRA (0B) 2526627 207 0326

DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 8943 2111

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001
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Recommended retail price: $40.00



